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Fiitorial

The latter months of 1990 saw the Friends of the

Christchurch Botanic Gardens involved in a variety of
activities both in pursuit in their own interests in plants

and gardens, and of assistance to the Gardens. Plans are

well underway for interesting events in 191 and the

indications are good that the Society will continue 10 grow

and expand its range of activities as the year proceeds.

In developing the objectives of the Friends, the Committee

is keen to have suggestions from members of activities that
would be of interest to them and ways in which members

can assist the functioning of the Cardens. As a new

Sociery we have to be mindful that our activities are

complementary to and not competitive with those other

. 'eties whose interests are directed to horticulture,
) tening and botany. The affiliate memberships the

t-cnds have gained indicates we are moving in the right
direction in this respect. Importantly, our activities must

c€ntre on the Christchurch Botanic Gardens and its

satellite Gardens and Parks. It has become very clear in
the short time that the Sociefy has been in existence that

these Gardens provide an enormous resource on which to

base a *'ide range of useful and interesting activities.

Activities

The Wake up 10 Spring Breakfast proved to be such a

sucressful ocrasion that it will likely become an annual

event for the Society. The73 members who attended were

able to begin the day with a very ample meal at Iow cost

made possible by the generosiry of the French Bakery and

food donated by Friends. Those who had been tempted to
pverindulge were able to walk off their excesses in different
'.- :uits through the Gardens led by their well qualified

{ 3s.

Bill Sykes and Frank Harvey put a lot of preparation in to
'Fun and Games with Plant Names', so it uas a

disappointment that the attendanc€ at this meeting was

small. Possibly people stayed at home to agonise about

who they should vote for at the General Elecrion the next

day. As well, it was a glorious spring evening which must

have tempted many of the Friends to enjoy time in their
garden at the end of the working week Included with this

Newsletter are the notes prepared by Bill and Frank for rhe

meeting. Knowing the meaning of the l-atin names given

to plants can be ve4y useful in providing information on

their most important features, where they come from, and

their requirements for cultilation.

At the Mona Vale meeting, Dr Rupert Tipples of Lincoln

University gave an excellent ulk and slide presentations on

the life and work of Alfred Buxton. Members learnt of
Buxton's nurseries in Christchurch, and saw copies of plans

for gardens he designed for gardens in different parts of
New Zealand. Mn Barrie [,owe (nee Kirkwood) from

Wanganui, Bu:rton's granddaughter, joined the Friends on

the walkabout u,hen Rupert Tipples pointed out trees

which were features of Buxlon's landscapes. These include

weeping elms, limes, copper beeches and cabbage trees.

This meeting was arranged by Committee member Roy
Edq,ards from Lincoln University, and is a further example

of how the Sociery is providing the Friends access ro a wide

range of skills and experience.

Events for the New Year

'Bedding Plant Trials'. Saturday 26 January 1991 at 5 pm.

Meet at the Trial Plots (No. 11 on the mini map inside our
programme). A talk will be given on the bedding plants '

that are being trialled- Also, members are invited to bring

along to show to other Friends, plants which are their
'pride and joy'. Garden plans which members would like
to be identified can also be brought along. It is suggested

members bring a picnic tea to have in the Gardens after

the meeting.

'Ir{ountain Plants in European Botanic Gardens'. Tuesday

5 February 1991 at 7.30 pm in the Information Centre.

This talk is to be given by Mrs Ursla McHardy, a

consultant to the Palmengarten in Frankfurt, Cermany. As

well as the Palm House, dating from 1859, afier which the

Garden is named, the Palmengarten is kno*n world*'ide
for irs collection of tropical plans housed in a 5000 mz

tropicarium which provides climate controlled
environments for plants from semi desert regions, thorn

forest, savanna, monsoon and tradewind forest, rainlorest,

mountain rainforest and mangroves. Ursla McHardy

play'ed a leading role in the design and supenision of
construction of an enormous rock garden built at the

Palmengarten in recent years. She is currenlly in New

7*aland with her husband, William McHardy, gathering

plants to add to the Palmengarten collection.

'The Christchurch Botanic Garden Perennial BordeC.

Sunday 17 February at 2 pm. Meet at the perennial

border. Planning for rhis talk on one of the Garden's most

famous features is not yet complete but it is hoped to have

a list of the plants in the border arailable with the

opportunity for members to indicate what material they

would like to be propagated for the Gardens'Spring plant

sales.

'Riccarton Bush'. Sunday 7 April at 2 pm. Meet at the

Deans Cottage. Dr Brian Molloy, member of the Riccarton

Bush Board of Trust since 1975, has agreed to talk on

, Riccarton Bush. He is presently preparing a book on the

Bush. Brian is well known for his knowledge of New

Tsaland plans and vegetation and for his ability to present

this knowledge in a very interesting way.

On Sale in the Gardens'Information Centre

Masnotias. information sheet No. 1 produced by the

A*^.d'*n ."q{
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lhristchurch Botanic Gardens in conjunction with thc
:riends which givcs information on 'Thc Magnolias' is
vailable from the Information Ccntrc for 50c. This
cscribcs thcir gardcn use, cultivation rcquircmcnts and
,rovides information on spccics, hybrids and cultivars
uitable for Christchurch conditions.

'Iowerine Plants of Nely Zealand. Publishcd in 1990 by
)SIR Botany, this book, forwhich Committce mcmbcr Bill
ykcs is a co-author with Colin Webb and Pctcr Johnson,

; available at $39.95. A bcautifully illustratcd book, it
rovidcs information on the main familics of Ncw Ttaland
owering plants, including a guidc on how to gct your
)ngue around somc of thosc difficult family namcs, c.g.
rell fl ower family - campanulaccac (cam-pan-you-lay-scc).

'hreatened Plants of New Zealand. C.ommittec mcmbcr
ravid Given is co-author of this book with Catherinc
y'ilson, published by DSIR Publishing in 1989. It providcs

cscriptions and illustrations of thosc native plants which

ie rare and endangered in thc wild. In outlining plant
,onservation strategies the book points to the important
.lle of Botanic Gardens in rcscuing plant specics from
rtinction.

riends as Ilelpers

lelp with duties in the Information Crntrc on Fridays

om 10 am to 2 pm is being provided by Friends. Usually
vo members have bccn carrying out ths dutics togeLhcr.

ny member interestcd in being addcd to thc rostcr of
rcple providing this help should contact Adriannc Moorc,
nonc 351 5915.

ecently a group of Friends helpcd Virginia McNaughton
r s€nd out 600 catalogues of ths sced the Christchurch
ctanic Gardens has available for distribution to Gardcns
rd Botanical Institutions around thc World.

iany Fricnds offered thcir help to rcpair the damage to
e vandalised glasshouse, and Wanvick Sca<lden has

presscd his appreciation of thc rolc playcd by thc Fricnds
the restoration work requircd.

lasshouse for use bv the Friends

glasshousc is soon to bc erccted in thc nurscry arca of
c Gardens which will bc availablc for usc by thc Fricnds.

lcrc arc sevcral possiblc uses ofthis glasshousc, including
perimcntal work, raising ncw plants, or propagating
aterial to raisc funds for the Socicty. Whilc thc Gardcns
ll look aftcr thc daily maintcnancc of this glasshousc, a

,luntccr (or voluntecrs) from the Fricnds is necdcd to
'crsec its use. Whilc thc Socicty includcs many pcoplc
th the cxperiencc to do this job wcll, this also providcs

opportunity for peoplc intcrestcd in improving thcir
rrticultural skills. Woukl mcmbcrs of the Socicty
terested in using thc glasshousc pleasc contact thc
crctary, Adriannc Moore, phone 351 5915.

Arorrnd the Gardens

Ncw covcrcd noticc boarcls are being crccted around the
Cardcns to display information on fcaturcs of intcrest,
plants in flowcr, ctc. Thcse troards have bcen designect by
Dcnis Prcston and constructcd by Dave Borrie ancl Council
stalf of thc Linwood Dcpot.

An 'Egmont' browntop - 'hbi' fcscue iawnsecd mix has

bccn sown to upgrade worn lawn in the Garclcns and along
thc Rolleston Avcnuc flrontagc. This sec<I mix can be

plantcd at any timc provided the area sown c:ln be watcred,
and forms a low growing swar<I that stands closer mowing.

The childrcn's playground is bcing made more 'user

fricndly' with rubbcr mats being placed under thc play

equipment. Grass will be allowed to grow up through this

matting. This should guarantee parents and childcarers
with evcn morc rcstful visis to the Gardcns, unless it
cncouragcs thc kids to bc even more advcnturous in th^^e
swings and ryrations that bring about bumps, bruises: -l

tcars.

Tree work in the Gsrdens

Mcmbers may havc heard thc story of the three unskilled
Irishmen who turned up together in answer to a situations
vacant advcrtisemcnt for 'Trcc fcllers'. The present trcc
work rcquired for the Botanic Gardens is being expcrtly
carricd oul. by Dictcr Stcincgg who comcs from Germany.

Somc of his work was apparent to the Friends who

attcnded thc Mona Vale mccting. Dieter has thc
quali{ications of State examincd Economist in Horticultural
Scicnrc and Mastcr of l.andscapc Dcsign. Recently he has

started working on the trecs in the limc walk lo improve
thc vista, crcatc focal points, and thin the crowns of thc

lime trccs to allow more light through. This will improvc
the hcalth, of the rrccs and help thcir survival in dry

conditions. Dietcr also specialises in training young tre^-

in ordcr to rcducc thc nccd for more drastic trcatme. ,

whcn thcy rcach maturity.

Ingo Competition

Five entrics wcrc reccivcd and these were judgcd by

Committcc mcmbcrs at thcir mccting in Novcmbcr. The

Committcc agrccd that the entry by P.S. Collins dcservcd

first prizc and was awardcd a $50 book vouchcr. This cntry
includcd symbols of thc Gardcns and thc rolc of thc

Fricnds with a trcc protcctcd by hands encloscd in a profilc
rcprcsenting Cunningham House. Awards of $10 vouchers

werc also madc to Nadinc Likcn of Papanui High School

and Ncroli O'Bricn, one of our membcrs. Thc Committcc
will dccidc at thcir Fcbruary mecting on the suitability ot
(hc usc of thc winning dcsign as thc logo for the Socicty.
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