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EDITORIAL

Tbe Friends will soon complete tbeir first firll year as an active

Society. Information given in this fav5fa6er provides a very

good indication of some of what bas been achieved in this fi.rst

year. A good measure of tbe effectiveoess of a Society is the

level of participation of its members in activities. ps1 rhis

reason it is approp'riate that mention is made of those Frieods,

otber than those who serve on tbe Commir.ee, who have given

assistance to 6e Botasic Gardeos and who have contributed to

the success of aaivities orgadsed by tbe Sociery. Anticipating

that tbere may be omissions of names, incorrect spellings, aod

a mixure of formal and informal Eames, it is boped thrt ftese

will be pointed out so that we can give aclnowledgements

wherc tbese are due and correct any errors of naming.

I.-.tiog people, and leaming 6si1 nrmgs and[ interests is an

ii, 
-;ant 

part of any Society.

With this Na+'sletter is tbe Presideal's anng3l repo( tbe

Ageoda for the Annual Geoerat Meeting, and a forrn for
nominations of OfEcen for election to 6e Society's

Committee. Des Riacb ad F.rank llanley have indicated tbeir

intention to resign from the Comminee. Tbe Frieods have

benefined very mucb from tbe service given by tbese two very

well qualified and experieoced people. We look forward to

their continuing involvement with tbe Frieods and wish tbem

ongoing eojoymeot in tbe many otber activities in which tbey

are involved-

IN FORMATION CENTRE EELPERS

Tbere has been an excellent respoose to the call for people to

prbvide belp to tbe operatioo of tbe Infom*ion C-entrc. As

well as bcing of bcrefrt to tbe Botanic Gardens those involved

have gained in developing theirpublic rclations skills and have

l' -.red more about tbe Gardem and what 6ey offer to 6e
p)mlU. Eieods involved have becn:.

oBf'gou.nao" Mr Ewart, Jar Englisb, Faye Flemming,

Colleen liiller, Qothia HamptoD, Bob rump, R Kerr, Marie

Lockey, Natalie Lofts, Jane McArthur, Jean McCallioo, Betty

McGowan' I isa McGrcgor, Jure Mcleo4 Peter Mahan, Gwen

Montgomery, Adrianre Moore, Neil Otsrien, Chris

O'Sullivan, Steve Pa*er, N{ary Pluokett Pam Rabe, lv{argaret

Royds, Tina Smitb, Norah Southhom, Pat Stevenson, Margaret

Teague, Max \Irsch, tiooa Wetberall, Tbelma lvf.lne, and

Helen \il/atl

SEED DISTRIBWION EELPERS

The seed list and seed exch^nge programme canied out by tbe

Setanic Gardens is a very important way by which contact is

maintained with tbe Botrnical Gardeos of tbe Wortd Through

ttre exchange involved, New Zealand plans are disrributed

ttuougbout tbe Wortd and rew plants are available for

evaluation in our Botanic Gardens. Friends who assisted in

the distributioo of seed rhis year were:

Nero[ O'Brien, Joan Thacker, Bunty Penny, Fay Halliday,

Bob Peers, Peter Mahan, Kath Banfield, Margaret Teague,

Doug OIds, Adriannne Moore, aDd Ann Dckson-

SPREADING THE NEWS

With our gos/ing membership, sending out the ?{a}vsletur has

become a more time consuming task and has had to meet

deadlines to inform members sf immineal events. This time

we are eodeavouring to beat the July 1 increase in postal rates

and to encourage members to come to tbe AGl"l Friends who

have folded paper, sealed envelopes and despatcbed the mail

have been:

Pat Steveosoo, Bunty Peony, Gwen Montgomery, Brenda

Smith, Andrina Elder aDd Ann Dctson

Sp€cial thrnlrs are due to Drwn Rosg DSIR, Lincoln, for
her wort setting out tbe Ncwslctcr and improving its

format during the foundation year.

SUPPORT FOR SOCIAL EyZNTS

Tbe social side of orn activities h-c been very much enhancrd

by tbe people who have provided and prepared food and drinls

offered at our meetings. Special thanks are due to Margaret

Teagrre and her belpers for.tbe catering for tbe At Home lunch

and to Defudrc llarris and helpers in providing tea at tbe

Herbarium.

PREPARATION OF MEMBERSEIP LISTS

Tbe Society is very fornroate to bave Gavin Halliburtoo

providing his personat computer and computing skills for the

6?nagement of 6e membership list-

GARDEN TOARS ATTD WALKS

lv{ax Visch r€porB rhnt f66 tbe last three mooths a smdl but

en&usiastic goqp of Riends have been meetinS on altemaB

Wedmdays al lpm at tbe Information Centre for guided tours

of tbe Gardens. Tbe Detr two are scheduled for 6e 3rd and

17th of JuIy. Altbougb originally ioteoded to famifiadse

members bebing out oo Itidays at tbetlnformation Ceotrc,

wi& tbe location of various amenities, facilities, notable trees

and plant collections of intercs to visitors to tbe Gardess, it
was felt rhrt 6c $6tani6st, horticulurral and hisorical aspecb

of tbesc Sldded walls would be of interest to otber members

as weIL Each guided tour takes about 1}1 to 2 brs, but

mesrbers are welcorne to joio in for only a Paft of th;( time if
such suits tbem.

As winter is upoo us, evergreeos and partiarlarty conifers have

featurcd promioently in our Programme. So far we have

looked at and disqrssed:

Notable Trees of tbe Christchurch Boranic Gardens

Tbe Trees of the Childrcn's Playground

Trees and Shrubs of Economic Importance

Trees and Shrubs from Bible I-ancts

Relic Crenera and Species of Earty Creologic Periods

(cg Ginkgo, Daca R'edwood, Redwmds, Mootoy

Puzdes etc)

Tbe Cypress Family of Coniferous Trees

( Cupressus, Chamaecyparis, Tkrya and Juniperus)

On July 3 we will visit tbe Pinetwn u rbe Gardeos and snrdy

characteristics of members of tbe Pire family.

P."a-.r{t, trol
1



2

We do not cancel meetings, but in inclement weather shift to
tbe sbelter of tbe glasshouses. More informatioo on tbese

Garden Study Tours can be obtaired from Max Visch, Phooe

*82 n3.

ACTNNIES

Tbe three meerings of the Frieods beld since tbe last

Newslctter have all been very well aneoded and very much

appreciated by both cootributors and participants.

Early in April Brian Molloy gave an excellent presentation on

tbe history of Riccarton Bush aDd led those attending ou an

infomrative tour of th€ Bush- As well as an illustrious past,

Riccartoo Bush bas an exciting fuuue with a well thougbt out
management plan in place and tbe corept of a 'Living
14g5gnm' for Riccarton House. Brian's lmowledge of tbc

Bush has been carefully built up with 6e objective of
producing a book x!6ut this uoique and rcma*able natural

assel Prepardtion of thi< 6eo1 is well advance4 and it was

clear from tbc response Brian received from his preserrtation

that it will be a book of great intercs to tbe Frieods.
\

The At Home Soup Plus Lunch pmved to be a very enjoyable

ocqrsioo for all those who atteDded- Jbe idea of a Lucky
Number with a plant as a prjz* wo,rked out very well indee4
and tbe raffle of plants is proving a good way to mise fuDds.

Tbe Society has been fornrnate to have had plants donated for
this purpose by tbe Gardens and the Horticultue Deparrnent
of l.incoto Universiry. At tbc luncb, Lterest in tbc plans
provided for these purposes was very olugfu gnhenced by tbe

description of tbem provided by Roy Eds,ards. The variety of
soups and other foods provided a tasty and ample meal.

It was very eocouraging for tbe Herbarium Keepea DrMurray
Parsons, and Assistant Herbarium Keeper, Bryony MacMillan,
of the DSIR I:sl Resources, Botany Insdrue, to have such a
large number of tbe Friends make tbe rip out 16 r in6sla-

Many of tbe Riepds will now be much beuer informed about

tbe function of a Herbarium and aware of ttre important link
between tbe Botany Institute Herbarium and tbe Botanic
Gardeos provided by tbe hisorically important Armstrong
collection- All must agree that this collection is under

excellent care aloog with tb€ otber specimens in the important
National collection cootain€d in the Herbarium.

FORTHCOMING EYENTS

The Comminee has been endeavouring to plan a year's events

in advance and this should be possible for the next year. We
have a variery of eveots scbeduled up to tbe New Year. The
questioonafue to the Friends has bmugtc forward a useful
number of new suggestions for otber eveots.

'Annual General Meeti-ug' Sunday 14 July at 2pm. Botanic
Gardens Inforrnation Centre. Tbe intention is to keep tbe

formal, although Decessary part of this meeting, as short as

possible. This is to leave pleoty of rime for aftemoon tea,

plant description and associated lucky plant and raf0e, and tbe

visit to the Sbow Houses. Please bring tbe enclosed Agenda
and Report to the meeting, and ensure nominatioo fomts are

given to tbe Secretary before the meeting.

'Canterbury Blossoms Tbrough the Woods' Sunday 1

September at 4 30 pm- Botenig Gardens Lnformation Centre.
All members of 6e Society will receive an isrritation to atteDd

the opeoi"s of this exhibitioo of Fioe Rrmiture Fashioned
From Canterbury Woods which is being jointly organised by

Tbe Christchurch Botenic Gardens and L'Etaq College-Studio.

As well as the opportuoity to s€e tbe elegaot fumihrre, the

occasion will provide tbe enjoyment of Canterbury food and

wiDe, and music played by young Canterbury musicians on

wood coostructed instnrmena. Tbe enthusiasrn of Remi

Couriarrd, Dircctor of L'Etaq College, for thiq event, is certaio

to make this l vgry interesting and lively occasiorl

'The Devdopmeat of New PI-nt Resources for Horticulturr
Students at Lincoln University'Saturday 2E September at

2 prn r incola University Horticulturc Departmenr This will
bc an excellent opporn:nity for Friends to see tbe facilities

aveilable fq tbe tcaching of borticulture at T incols Universiry.

Roy Edsrards, whGsc loowledp of borticuttural plans is now

well loown to tbc FrieDds, will bad thiq 66gting which will
include a loot at the developing Magrulia collectioo-

Aftemoon tea will be provided

'Tour of tte Eistoric rnd Notable Tles of the Botanic
Gardenst Sunday 20 fuober rt 2pm. Start from Informatioo

Centre. This tour witr be led by Deter Steinegg, Botanic

Gardcn Trec Spccialist and Max Viscb, Tree Enthrsia.g . \
sale of plans p."ia"a by Friends will be held at trris 6, -odl!.

*{ctr

'Old Roses' Sundey 24 November. It is srggested that you

bring apicnic tunch fot 1230 pm to enjoy before the meeriog

whict will stan at I 30 pm. lyrary Plunketr is plenning an

interactive discussion about Old Rces induding tbeir colour
possibilities and plans tbey combine well with. She is

offering to help identify Old Rosc varieties brought ro the

meeting

'End of Year Sodd ftrnctioo'Ftiday 6 Decrmber at 4 pm.

At tbe Info,rmatioo Centre. A chance for tbc Friends to meet

socially with Gardeo Staff.

COMMITTEE BRIEFS

Tbe Rieods now bave a logo and associated morif depicting

kowhai. Tbese werc selected by tbe Cqmmi6se from an

excellent range ofdesigns prepared by Frank Hartey.

It has been agreed tbat the Friends will cootribute $2S^0

towards &e cost of lighting of the approacbes to

Information C.enre. This cootribution will come fron^ ..

funds acqrmulated by tbe Friends in 6€ 1990/91 financial

year.

Tbc Botanic Gardens has offered tbe Friends the opportuniry

to bave a stall at 6e 'Spring is Here' festival 6at is centred on

the datrodils aDd band rotunda for tb four Sundays of
September. This provides a good oppornrnity for fur:d raisi"g

and ideas and help from Friends to realise this opportuniry are

requested

It has been decided that the subscription for tbe 199U92 year

will be the same as that for 1990191. This decision will place

more importance on fund raising aaivities. For the October

20 meeting it is requested tbat Friends pot up plants from tbeir

garrdens soon so tbat tbey arc well rooted, aod preferably in

flower and named at the time of tbe sale. Beking produce,

gardening magazines and otber items that Friends can offer for

sale will be welcome. Rrrtber enquiries about the sale can be

made to Barbara de Lamberr

REMEMBER: AGM and SEOW HOUSE \IISIT,
SIJNDAY 14 JULY 2pm


